PILOT’S OPERATING HANDBOOK CESSNA 300A AUTOPILOT

SUPPLEMENT (TYPE AF-395A)

SUPPLEMENT

CESSNA NAVOMATIC

300A AUTOPILOT
(Type AF-395A)

SECTION 1
GENERAL

The Cessna 300A Navomatic is an all electric, single-axis (aileron
control) autopilot system that provides added lateral and directional
stability. Components are a computer-amplifier, a turn coordinator, a
directional gyro, an aileron actuator and a course deviation indicator(s)
incorporating a localizer reversed (BC) indicator light.

Roll and yaw motions of the airplane are sensed by the turn coordina-
tor gyro. Deviations from the selected heading are sensed by the direction-
al gyro. The computer-amplifier electronically computes the necessary
correction and signals the actuator to move the ailerons to maintain the
airplane in the commanded lateral attitude or heading.

The actuator includes a thermostatic switch which monitors the
operating temperature of the motor. If the temperature becomes abnormal,
the thermostatic switch opens and disengages the autopilot to remove
power from the actuator. After approximately 10 minutes, the switch will
automatically close to reapply power to the actuator and autopilot system.

The 300A Navomatic will also intercept and track a VOR or localizer
course using signals from a VHF navigation receiver.

The operating controls for the Cessna 300A Navomatic are located on
the front panel of the computer-amplifier and on the directional gyro,
shown in Figure 1. The primary function pushbuttons (HDG SEL, NAV
INT, and NAV TRK), are interlocked so that only one function can be
selected at a time. The HI SENS and BACK CRS pushbuttons are not

interlocked so that either or both of these functions can be selected at any
time.
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Figure 1. Cessna 300A Autopilot, Operating Controls and Indicators

(Sheet 1 of 3)

29 August 1980



21

PILOT’S OPERATING HANDBOOK CESSNA 300A AUTOPILOT
SUPPLEMENT (TYPE AF-395A)

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

COURSE DEVIATION INDICATOR - Provides VOR/LOC navigation inputs to
autopilot for intercept and tracking modes.

LOCALIZER REVERSED INDICATOR LIGHT - Amber light,labeled BC, illum-
inates when BACK CRS button is pushed in (engaged) and LOC frequency
selected. BC light indicates course indicator needle is reversed on selected
receiver (when tuned to a localizer frequency). Thislight is located within the CDI
indicator.

NON-SLAVED DIRECTIONAL GYRO - Provides a stable visual indication of
aircraft heading to the pilot and provides heading information to the autopilot for
heading intercept and hold.

HEADING BUG - Moved by HDG knob to select desired heading.
LUBBER LINE - Indicates aircraft heading on compass card (6).

COMPASS CARD - Rotates to display heading of airplane with reference to
lubber line (5).

HEADING SELECTOR KNOB (HDG) - When pushed in, the heading bug (4) may
be positioned to the desired magnetic heading by rotating the HDG selector knob.
Also used to select VOR or LOC course.

GYRO ADJUSTMENT KNOB (PUSH) - When pushed in, allows the pilot to
manually rotate the compass card (6) to correspond with the magnetic heading
indicated by the compass. The compass card must be manually reset periodically
to compensate for precessional errors in the gyro.

TURN COORDINATOR - Senses roll and yaw for wings leveling and command
turn functions.

HDG SEL PUSHBUTTON - Aircraft will turn to and hold heading selected by the
heading “bug” on the directional gyro.

NAV INT PUSHBUTTON - When heading “bug” on DG is set to selected course,
aircraft will turn to and intercept selected VOR or LOC course.

NAV TRK PUSHBUTTON - When heading “bug” on DG is set to selected course,
aircraft will track selected VOR or LOC course.

HI SENS PUSHBUTTON - During NAV INT or NAV TRK operation, this high
sensitivity setting increases autopilot response to NAV signal to provide more
precise operation during localizer approach. In low-sensitivity position (push-
button out), responseto NAV signal is dampened for smoother tracking of enroute
VOR radials; it also smooths out effect of course scalloping during NAV opera-
tion.

BACK CRS PUSHBUTTON - Used with LOC operation only. With A/P switch
OFF or ON, and when navigation receiver selected by NAV switch is set to a
localizer frequency, it reverses normal localizer needle indication (CDI) and
causes localizer reversed (BC) light to illuminate. With A/P switch ON, reverses
localizer signal to autopilot.

Figure 1. Cessna 300A Autopilot, Operating Controls and Indicators:
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15. ACTUATOR - The torque motor in the actuator causes the ailerons to move in the

16.

17.

18.

19.

commanded direction.
NAV SWITCH - Selects NAV 1 or NAV 2 navigation receiver.

PULL TURN KNOB - When pulled out and centered in detent, airplane will fly
wings-level; when turned to the right (R), the airplane will execute a right,
standard rate turn; when turned to the left (L), the airplane will execute a left,
standard rate turn. When centered in detent and pushed in, the operating mode
selected by a pushbutton is engaged.

TRIM - Used totrim autopilot to compensate for minor variations in aircraft trim
or lateral weight distribution. (For proper operation, the aircraft’s rudder trim, if
so equipped, must be manually trimmed before the autopilot is engaged.)

A/P SWITCH - Turns autopilot ON or OFF.

Figure 1. Cessna 300A Autopilot, Operating Controls and Indicators
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SECTION 2
LIMITATIONS

The following autopilot limitation must be adhered to:
BEFORE TAKE-OFF AND LANDING:

1. A/P ON-OFF Switch -- OFF.

SECTION 3

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
TO OVERRIDE THE AUTOPILOT:

1. Airplane Control Wheel -- ROTATE as required to override autopi-
lot.

NOTE

The servo may be overpowered at any time without dam-
age.

TO TURN OFF AUTOPILOT:

1. A/P ON-OFF Switch -- OFF.

SECTION 4
NORMAL PROCEDURES

BEFORE TAKE-OFF AND LANDING:

1. A/P ON-OFF Switch -- OFF.
2. BACK CRS Button -- OFF (see Caution note under Nav Intercept).

NOTE

Periodically verify operation of amber warning light(s),
labeled BC on CDI(s), by engaging BACK CRS button with
a LOC frequency selected, or use TEST function on the
audio control panel to verify BC light operation.
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INFLIGHT WINGS LEVELING:

1,

Lol

Airplane Rudder Trim -- ADJUST for zero slip (“Ball” centered on
Turn Coordinator).

PULL-TURN Knob -- CENTER and PULL out.

A/P ON-OFF Switch -- ON.

Autopilot TRIM Control -- ADJUST for zero turn rate (wings level
indication on Turn Coordinator).

NOTE

For optimum performance in airplanes equipped as float-
planes, use autopilot only in cruise flight or in approach
configuration with flaps down no more than 10° and
airspeed no lower than 75 KIAS on 172 and R172 Series
Models or 90 KIAS on 180, 185, U206 and TU206 Series
Models. (

COMMAND TURNS:

1. PULL-TURN Knob -- CENTER, PULL out and ROTATE.

HEADING SELECT: (
1. Directional Gyro -- SET to airplane magnetic heading.
2. Heading Selector Knob -- ROTATE bug to desired heading.
3. Heading Select Button -- PUSH. )
4. PULL-TURN Knob -- CENTER and PUSH. (

NOTE

Airplane will turn automatically to selected heading. If
airplane fails to hold the precise heading, readjust autopi-
lot TRIM control as required or disengage autopilot and
reset manual rudder trim (if installed). (

i NAV INTERCEPT (VOR/LOC):

PULL-TURN Knob -- CENTER and PULL out.

NAYV 1-2 Selector Switch -- SELECT desired receiver.

Nav Receiver OBS or ARC Knob -- SET desired VOR course (if
tracking omni).

NOTE
Optional ARC knob should be in center position and ARC
warning light should be off.
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oo

Heading Selector Knob -- ROTATE bug to selected course (VOR or
localizer - inbound or outbound as appropriate).

Directional Gyro --SET for magnetic heading.

NAV INT Button -- PUSH.

HI SENS Button -- PUSH for localizer and “close-in” omni inter-
cepts.

BACK CRS Button -- PUSH only if intercepting localizer front
course outbound or back course inbound.

CAUTION

With BACK CRS button pushed in and localizer frequency
selected, the CDI on selected nav radio will be reversed
even when the autopilot switch is OFF.

PULL-TURN Knob -- PUSH.
NOTE

Airplane will automatically turn to a 45° intercept angle.

NAV TRACKING (VOR/LOC):

1.

2.

NAV TRK Button -- PUSH when CDI centers (within one dot) and
airplane is within + 10° of course heading.

HI SENS Button -- Disengage for enroute omni tracking (lea,ve
engaged for localizer).

NOTE

Optional ARC feature, if installed, should not be used for
autopilot operation. If airplane should deviate off course,
pull out PULL TURN knob and readjust airplane rudder
trim for straight flight on the turn coordinator. Push in
PULL TURN knob and reintercept the course. If deviation
persists, progressively make slight adjustments of the
autopilot TRIM control towards the course as required to
maintain track.

SECTION 5
PERFORMANCE

There is no change to the airplane performance when this avionic
equipment is installed.
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